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Internal Revenue Service, Treasury § 31.3121(b)(14)–1 

college fraternity or sorority, see 
§ 31.3121(b)(2)–1. 

[T.D. 6516, 25 FR 13032, Dec. 20, 1960; 25 FR 
14021, Dec. 31, 1960, as amended by T.D. 7373, 
40 FR 30958, July 24, 1975; T.D. 9167, 69 FR 
76407, Dec. 21, 2004] 

§ 31.3121(b)(11)–1 Services in the em-
ploy of a foreign government. 

(a) Services performed by an em-
ployee in the employ of a foreign gov-
ernment are excepted from employ-
ment. The exception includes not only 
services performed by ambassadors, 
ministers, and other diplomatic offi-
cers and employees but also services 
performed as a consular or other officer 
or employee of a foreign government, 
or as a nondiplomatic representative 
thereof. 

(b) For purposes of this exception, 
the citizenship or residence of the em-
ployee is immaterial. It is also imma-
terial whether the foreign government 
grants an equivalent exemption with 
respect to similar services performed 
in the foreign country by citizens of 
the United States. 

§ 31.3121(b)(12)–1 Services in employ 
of wholly owned instrumentality of 
foreign government. 

(a) Services performed by an em-
ployee in the employ of certain instru-
mentalities of a foreign government 
are excepted from employment. The ex-
ception includes all services performed 
in the employ of an instrumentality of 
the government of a foreign country, 
if— 

(1) The instrumentality is wholly 
owned by the foreign government; 

(2) The services are of a character 
similar to those performed in foreign 
countries by employees of the United 
States Government or of an instrumen-
tality thereof; and 

(3) The Secretary of State certifies to 
the Secretary of the Treasury that the 
foreign government, with respect to 
whose instrumentality and employees 
thereof exemption is claimed, grants 
an equivalent exemption with respect 
to services performed in the foreign 
country by employees of the United 
States Government and of instrumen-
talities thereof. 

(b) For purposes of this exception, 
the citizenship or residence of the em-
ployee is immaterial. 

§ 31.3121(b)(13)–1 Services of student 
nurse or hospital intern. 

(a) Services performed as a student 
nurse in the employ of a hospital or a 
nurses’ training school are excepted 
from employment, if the student nurse 
is enrolled and regularly attending 
classes in a nurses’ training school and 
such nurses’ training school is char-
tered or approved pursuant to State 
law. 

(b) Services performed before 1966 as 
an intern (as distinguished from a resi-
dent doctor), in the employ of a hos-
pital are excepted from employment, if 
the intern has completed a 4 years’ 
course in a medical school chartered or 
approved pursuant to State law. 

[T.D. 6516, 25 FR 13032, Dec. 20, 1960, as 
amended by T.D. 6983, 33 FR 18017, Dec. 4, 
1968] 

§ 31.3121(b)(14)–1 Services in delivery 
or distribution of newspapers, shop-
ping news, or magazines. 

(a) Services of individuals under age 18. 
Services performed by an employee 
under the age of 18 in the delivery or 
distribution of newspapers or shopping 
news, not including delivery or dis-
tribution (as, for example, by a re-
gional distributor) to any point for 
subsequent delivery or distribution, are 
excepted from employment. Thus, the 
services performed by an employee 
under the age of 18 in making house-to- 
house delivery or sale of newspapers or 
shopping news, including handbills and 
other similar types of advertising ma-
terial, are excepted from employment. 
The services are excepted irrespective 
of the form or method of compensation. 
Incidental services by the employees 
who makes the house-to-house deliv-
ery, such as services in assembling 
newspapers, are considered to be within 
the exception. The exception continues 
only during the time that the employee 
is under the age of 18. 

(b) Services of individuals of any age. 
Services performed by an employee in, 
and at the time of, the sale of news-
papers or magazines to ultimate con-
sumers under an arrangement under 
which the newspapers or magazines are 
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